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The broken lines on the photograph roughly indicate the additional area to be occupied 
by new smelters and other buildings. Beyond the present plant (the aluminum structure 
in the middle ground) can be seen the harbor and docks of Kitimat. 
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In August, 1954, only 3% years after ground 
was broken, the Kitimat smelter com- 
menced production of aluminum with an 
annual capacity of 91,500 tons. Almost 
immediately a 60,000-ton extension was 
started. And in the spring of 1955 the de- 
cision was made to proceed with a flexible 
program to add a further 180,000 tons 
to ingot capacity... A progressive increase 
to 331,500 tons, more than three times the 
size of the original installation, and well 
on the way to our ultimate Kitimat goal 
of 550,000 tons a year. 
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“This continuing expansion of Kitimat 
in successive stages’, stated Aluminium 
Limited president Nathanael V. Davis, 
“should, we believe, help to keep pace with 
the growing free world demand for alumi- 
num and particularly the demand in our 
major export markets, the United Kingdom 
and the United States.” 

The new facilities will go into production 
step by step, with the first unit starting 
up in the fall of 1956. It is expected that 
the present building program will be com- 
pleted in 1959. 
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; 3 VOLUME 11 t NUMBER 3 Recently I came across a copy of 
t < A 
(wtih JUNE * JULY * AUGUST the Cariboo and Northwest Digest 


which I had sent to me in 1951. 

I wonder if it would be possible for 
you to put me intouch with one of your 
readers witha view to corresponding. 
Perhaps there is someone of my own 
age who would like to write. 

I ammarried, 24, havetwo children 
both girls, ages 20 months and 6 
months. We livein a semi-industrial 
area in the suburbs of London. My 


LETTERS i husband is 25 yearsoldandis a lorry 
driver. 
PLANER MILL DAYS D) That is enough about me for now. 


I do hope that I shallhear from some- 
one. Thank you very much. 
Mrs. Joyce Gibbs. 


HARVEY J. GODIN 


BACK STAGE AT THE DIGEST 3 


EEO IGS: 137 Charlton Churchlane, 


4 Charlton. S.E. 7, 


FOREST MANAGEMENT, UTILIZATION London, England. 


A, SAHONOVITCH 


** Stand by for a deluge from our 


FEATURE: BELLA COOLA 6 readers. 
CLIFF KOPAS 
BILL MINER, NOTORIOUS 8 Permit me to congratulate you on 


your very fine publication covering 
the Terrace district. There is no 
doubt that such publications some day 
will form the basis for an historical 
review of this area if and when such 
a history is written as it should be. 

E. T. Kenny. 


JOHN A, FRASER 


CONCLUSION QF: 


THERE’S A LONG LONG TRAIL 44 
GWEN LEWIS 


Terrace, B. C. 


** Readers will recallthat Mr. Kenney 
was minister of Lands and Forests 
in the Coalition Government and that 

Alcan’s giant Nechako river dam is 

named after him. 


I first heard of your magazine on 
Eileen Laurie’s morning visit pro- 
gram over C.B.C. and lately wrote 
to her for your address. 

I will be eagerly awaiting my first 


88) SN Miss Rosa Dondo. 
Port Coquitlam, B.C. Cont, Page 48 


THE STORY OF PETER DONLEVEY 
THE MAN WHO LED THE CARIBOO GOLD RUSH 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 


Published by Cariboo Digest Ltd. at 
Quesnel, British Columbia One Year 


Official Organ of B.C, Registered Trappers Ass'n CANADA $2. 50 The cover clearly shows the beauty 
Managing Editor A. Downs of the Bella Coola Valley. Above is 
PAS a Bat ERED SATE S26 00 Mae Lake in the southern part of, 
Rditaria!l Assistant oe. Tuck | FOREIGN $3.00 Tweedsmuir Park,near Bella Coola. 
Composition Assistant Stanley. Bligh Below is the Union Steamships Cat- 
Founder AwSanonovitch ala which calls weekly at Bella Coola. 


Authorized as second class matter 
by the Post Office Departmen’ 
Ottowo Canado. 
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Early in the morn at the blast of a horn 
I open my blood-shot eyes, 

I roll out of bed with an elephants head, 
The effect of too many ryes. 


I reach for a match*which deftly scratch 

Soon the fire in the stove is lit, 

Then the old fashioned lamp often seen in a camp 
Or the type you would use in a pit. 


Now I feel quite brave, so my whiskers I shave, 
In a flash I’m all spic and span. 

After a big spree I drink black coffee 

Which I boil in a two gallon can. 


{ prepare a mush in a hell-of-a-rush 
And cook half a pound of good ham, 

I devour the stuff which is hardly enough 
For the hard working slave that I am. 


Now it’s nearly eight and I mustn’t be late 
There’s no‘telling what the boss might say, 
I am not the best in the good old west, 

But I’m earning an honest pay. 


All is cold and still at the Planer Mill, 
I wonder what this day will bring, 

I tremble with fear the moment I hear 
The roar of the Cargo King. 


But I aim to get rich so I’m clearin’ the switch 
Now loaded with box-cars galore; 

While breathing a fume from the old engine-room 
I work harder than ever before. 


Something seems to go wrong as I hurry along 
I’ve a feeling there’s a jinx near the place; 

The whack that I felt must have come from a belt 
When the fan busted in my face. 


I’m jumping around like a nervous Greyhound, 
But it’s plain that I’m not turning back; 

The sky could be falling, but I’d still be crawling 
Till I’ve cleared those damn cars from the track. 


( ‘Twas a blade from that fan that killed Charlie McCann 
A sad, pitiful thing to see - 

The gash on his head, the way that he bled, 

It could easily have happened to me). 


Though I’m feeling half dead I’m earning my bread 

By the sweat of my greasy old brow, 

Some guys can make money - just work when it’s sunny, 
But I’m darned if I’l1 ever learn how. 


So, willing I strive till the hour of five, 

By that time I’m a wreck you may know; 

Then I slowly crawl back to my humble old shack 
Covered with twelve inches of snow. 


Though I feel like a dope I am living in hope 
Something good will turn up I am sure - 
To-day I will borrow money for to-morrow, 
It’s a hell of a thing to be poor. 


But I’ll manage to buy another bottle of rye 
And drink till my face turns blue, 


And God above knows I’ be drinking to those 
Who work in the old Cariboo. 


Harvey J Godin. 
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After ten years, Alex Sahonovitch 
has decided to try a field other than 
publishing. Over the years the mag- 
azine gradually became too much for 
one man but Alex was in the well 
known position of being reluctant to 
let go and reluctant to hang on. How- 
ever last month failing health prompt- 
ed him to sellhis controlling shares. 
He is now on the coast where he can 
be found diggingclams, fishing, doz- 
ing, doinga little writing, in fact, as 
he says ‘‘any damn thing except pub- 
lishing’’. 

Yours truly, Art Downs, together 
with a fellow nonentity called Wes. 
Logan, hope to carry on. We are 
somewhat short on experience but long 
on enthusiasm, and being a pair of 
new brooms will raise a mighty dust 
cloud, if nothing else. 

The editorial policy will more or 
less remain the same but we are en- 
larging the general contents of the 
Digest. 

The once well received feature 


**Around the Towns’’ will be revised. 


It was originally one of the Digest’s 
most interesting sections, but was 
discontinued some years ago for time 
reasons. We are bringing it back 
biggerthanever, giving our readers 
at least a thumbnail record of events 
in the towns of the Interior. 

The popular ‘‘Towns of B.C.” will 
continue, with Whitehorse and Kam- 
loops scheduledfor the forthcoming 
year. 

And to prove for all time that the 
Interior of B.C. isn’t gripped by per- 
petual winter we are scheduling al- 
most an entire issue to the work 
of the Dominion Experimental Farm 


at PrinceGeorge. The article will be 
profusely illustrated and should prove 
both entertaining and informative. 
Ever wonder about the circum- 
stances that resulted in the birth of 
‘“‘ The Shooting of Dan McGrew’’, 
“‘The Cremation of Sam McGee’’, and 
other of Robert Service’s immortal 


ballads of the Northwest. A forth- 
coming issue of the Digest will carry 


the story, written by Service himself. 
(No, he isn’t dead. He is very much 
alive, and still writing poetry). 

Another article which we know will 
be very interesting is the story of 
Peter Dunlevy’s trip to the Cariboo. 
Normally there is nothing unusual 
about a trip to the Cariboo, but Don- 
levy’s case is the exception. He was 
the man who led the miners north in 
the spring of 1859, and was the first 
man to find gold in the Cariboo. 

Asa serviceto our advertisers we 
are applying for an Audit Bureau of 
Circulation rating. This ensures that 
our circulation figures are not padded 
and also that each advertiser pays 
the same for hisadvertisement. This 
latter feature is something previously 
not done. 

Over the years Alex has tried many 
salemen and only one, John Harvey, 
proved genuine. The rest did little 
else but antagonize advertisers and 
sell advertisements at give away 
prices. One, forinstance, soldcust- 
omers $270.00 worth of advertising 
tor $90.00; another gave the back 
cover for free; one other reduced ads 
to half to make sales, and one really 
generous soul cut his t6 ove third. 
This is obviously unfair to the -egular 
advertisers and also to the magazine. 

As afuture safegardto advertisers 
we request that before releasing ad- 
vertising to anv of our representatives 
they ensure that the representative 
has credentials signed by both the 
Editor and the Advertising Manager 
of the Digest. 

In the case of the Peace River ad- 
vertisers much fence mending must 
be done beforé we are back in their 
good graces. Last January $475.00 
worth of advertising was sold for a 
Peace River booklet to be published 
in March. The booklet hasn’t yet ap- 
peared but the advertising will cert- 


ainly be honored. As yet we can’t 
divulge our plans but we feel certain 
that when we do explain the project 
Peace River advertisers will feel 


more than compensated. We also 

hope that they will cancel their planned 
tar andfeather civic reception or re- 
schedule it for Sales Tax Inspectors 
or other worthy dignitaries. 

As afuture safeguardto advertisers 
we request trat before releasing ad- 
vertising to any of our representatives 
they ensure that the representative 
has credentials signed by both the Ed- 
itor and the Advertising Manager of 
the Digest. 


Besides making the magazine more 
attractive for both reader and adver- 
tiser, we hope to establish closer re- 
lations. with writers. Our rates for 
the present remain the same but we 
will pay on acceptance instead of on 
publication. 

Incidentally over the next few 
months we willlook over manuscripts 
we have on hand and return those un- 
suitable totheir owners. Some manu- 
scripts have been on file five years 
or more. 

Writers can best judge our require- 
ments by looking over our back issues. 
Broadly speaking, however, just about 
anything that makes good reading is 
grist for our mill. Historical, current 
interest, hunting andfishing, personal 
reminisce, humor, in fact articles of 
any nature are assured of aready wel- 
come in the Digests editorial office. 
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FOREST MANAGEMENT 
and — \JTILIZATION ~ 1955 STYLE 


[3y Hlec Sahonovitch. 


‘¢You’ll have to burn it now,’’ said 
the forest ranger to the owner of 80 
acres of (once) timbered lands in the 
Bella Coola valley which had just been 
logged over. ‘‘She’ll be a tinder box 
in dry weather, and if afire starts 
nothing on earth’d stop her from 
spreading. Burn it now and you’re 
gate, ”’ 

The two men were standing at the 
edge of the clearing surveying the 
scene of utter devastation which in- 
variably is left following a high-lead 
logging operationin the B.C. coastal 
area. In the whole 80 acres there 
were less than a dozen trees left 
standing; with half the limbs shorn 
off and battered trunks they stood 
like scarred sentinels overlooking 
the scene of battle. Anda grim battle 
it had been, for the ground was strewn, 
in places 10 feet deep, with the in- 
nocent dead; spruce, cedar, hemlock, 
birch and fir saplings and trees from 
3 inches to 3 feet in diameter. They 
had.been smashed to the ground or 
uprooted by the straining steel cables 
of a powerful donkey engine during 
the harvesting of the heavier timber 
which industry demands. The fate 
of the victims now rested with the 
owner. They were to be burned, 
allowed to rot....... or? 

“‘But I don’t WANT to burn it,’’ 
stated the owner in no uncertain 
terms. ‘‘There’s hundreds and hun- 
dreds of cords of good firewood there 
andI want to put a man to work cutting 
it. After it’s all cut and hauled, I’ll 
burn. ”’ 

‘‘Suit yourself,’’ said the ranger, 
‘‘but if a fire DOES start here and it 
gets away on you, you’llbe held solely 
responsible. If its done now we’ll see 
that it’s kept under control. ’’ 

The owner pondered for a moment. 
‘“‘I guess we’d better go ahead with 
the fire then,’’ he said reluctantly. 
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And so it was done. Eighty acres 
of slash, so-called waste material, 
was touched off. Te flames raced 
through the tangle of Urush, limbs 
and downed timber. Sut the timber 
was green and when the fire finally 
subsided the 80 acre plot was a sea 
of blackened stumps and charred tree 
trunks strewn over the ground. Only 
about 25% of the slash had actually 
been burned; the brush, limbs, foliage 
and small saplings - the rest was to 
remain until it rotted into the ground 
- 20 or 30 or 40 years hence. And, 
because the flames had seared the 
topsoil, it would be an equally long 
period before this plot would again 
begin to support any appreciable 
forest crop. 

The initial logging operation on 
these 80 acres had produced 1,700, 000 
f.b.m. of sawlogs which industry con- 
verted into pulp, paper, or lumber. 
But, how much merchantable material 
was left on the battlefield? Logging 
operators of unquestionable experi- 
ence and knowledge stated that if the 
slash had been cut into 4 foot lengths, 
an average of 20 cords per acre could 
have been harvested from this so- 
called waste material. Withone cord 
equalling 750 f.b.m., a little simple 
arithmetic shows that over 1, 200, 000 
f.b.m. of usable timber was left. 

Thus we see that of the total 2,900, - 
000 f.b.m. of merchantable forest 
products which originally stood on this 
plot - 56% was taken to market, and 
44% WASTED! The plot in question 
was no exception. Throughtout the 
Bella Coola valley and the coastal 
area of British Columbia the per- 
centage of wastage is approximately 
the same. In fact this was deemed 
by loggers to be an exceptionally 
CLEAN bit of logging, meaning that 
there was less than the usual amout 
of slash left behind. 


If we apply the above percentage 
figures to the Bella Coola valley’s 
total sawlog production for 1954 of 
36,000,000 f.b.m. and there is no 
reason why they should not be so 
applied, we are confronted with the 
horrible and inescapable fact that 
27,000,000 f.b.m. of ACCESSIBLE 
forest products were left in the woods 
- enough to build,over 1, 000 modern 
homes. And it applied to B.C.’s 
overall cut for 1954 of 5 1/2 BILLION 
f.b.m. it is, enough to send forest 
conservationists and forestry officials 
screaming off through the night. 
Evenif the total B.C. wastage figure 
were halved, because on some moun- 
tainsides it would he uneconomical to 
harvest, and because the percentage 
of wastage in the interior is lower 
(where the high-lead system is not 
used), we still arrive at the shocking 
total of 2 BILLION f.b.m. of waste 
in 1954 - a figure exactly equalling 
that of our total foreign lumber 
exports for the same year. 

What is being done about it, this 
annual waste sufficient to build 1, 000 
homes, or supply the annual needs of 
10 pulp paper mills of the type now 
dotting the B.C. coast? 


The answer is - LITTLE - or 
NOTHING! In 1954, after the most 
exhaustive survey into forestry 


practise and resources ever under- 
taken in the history of B.C., a Royal 
Commission headed by Chief Justice 
Gordon P. Sloan, recommended that 
our forests be placed on a perpetual 
yield basis as soon as possible. 

Today, ten years after the Commis-= 
sion’s report was handed down and 
acted upon by the legislature, 10 
million acres of forest land have 
been placed under Forest Manage- 
ment License or set aside as Public 
Working Circles, In theory, both 
methods of harvesting the forest crop 


fromthe 10 million acres will insure 
not only a new crop of timber as the 

oldin takenout, but also COMPLETE 

UTILIZATION. Inpractise, however, 
itisnot working so well. The logged 
The logged over areas on management 

licenses in the coastal area look just 

the same as the logged over areas 
where NO management licenses have 
been issued - just like the 80 acres 
(shown in the accompanying photo- 
graphs) which mentioned earlier. 

‘Perpetual yield with no waste’ is 
but adream. Evenifcutting practises 
and reforestation were perfect on 
these 10 millionacres, at our present 

rate of placing our forest under such 
control (1 million acres per year), 
it will take eighty more years to 
complete the job on British Colum- 
bia’s remaining 80,000, 000 acres of 
forests. Experts predict that at our 
present rate of wanton cutting .without 
reforestation, B.C. will be out of 
timber in less than 50 years. 

Inthe meantime the phrases ‘‘forest 
management, perpetual yield, public 
working circles, reforestation, farm 
woodlots, management, licenses, tree 
farming, and complete utilization’ 
have been so enthusiastically bandied 
about by the press, politicians, and 
plutocrats of the forest industry that 
they have not only become household 
words, but have served as a drug on 
the mind of the average B.C. citizen, 
lulling him into a false sense of 
security re the future of our forest 
resourc<s. 

And what of conservation? The 
sloan Commission, as it is referred 
to, recommended that the annual cut 
be limited to 3 Y2 billion f.b.m., 
except in cases ofemergency such as 
war, etc. And that periods of emer- 
gency over-cutting be followed by 
periods of undercutting in order not 
to exceed the maximum allowable cut 
over a 10 or 15 year period. Pro- 
longer overcutting, the report stated, 
would mean the death of our forest 
industry as we know it today. It 
further stated that the annual recom- 
mended cut would be possible ONLY 
if allof B.C.’s forest resources were 
placed on a sustained yield basis. 

Today, a scant 10% is theoretically 
on such abasis, while our 5 1/2 billion 
1954 cut is 2 billion over the mark, 
with waste accounting for another 2 
billion - all told, a 4 billion F. B. M. 
overcut. 

Government officials are noticeably 
silent about the waste, but have come 
up witha unique answer justifying the 
2 billion overcut. They simply dis- 
carded Chief Justice Sloan’s figures 
as to the total available forest re- 
sources and the maximum allowable 
annual cut - and revised the figures 
upwards, toa figure which allows for 
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Bella Coola is like an awakening 
beauty, that for almost a century has 
been guarded against the encroaching 
world by a beautiful circle of shining 
peaks. Sitting where the verdant valley 
floor dips finally under the silvery 
tides of the Pacific Ocean, the twin 
iu. Bella Coola villages are stirring in 

; their endeavor to dress themselves 
suitably to meet the courtiers com- 
ing from the big outside world. 

Like a youth that has long been pro- 


tected by its mother, the young com- 
munity has suddenly thrown off the 
armsthat were once a protection and 
arestriction. This year, due largely 
to the sudden impatience of the pop- 
ulace aroad will be completed, coup- 
ling this remote community with the 
highways system of the province, and 
the B.C. Power Commission is going 
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THIRD OUTLET 10 


by CLIFF KOPAS 


to electrify about twenty miles of the 
community. One garment more the 
community is seeking to complete its 
dress for the courtship of the outside 
world, andthatis a permanent, year- 
long industry. 

This little community, nestling un- 
der spectacular peaks, has had an 
extraordinary history such an 
adventurous one, in fact, thatit seems 
impossible to reconcile its tumultuous 
past with its present earnest strivings 
for suchthings as highways and navi- 
gation lights, high schools and forest 
conservation. So come, let us look 
back through the pages of history, so 
we might enjoy growing up with this 
sleeping beauty that has just recieved 
the kiss from a prince charming... 


The mountains bounced back the 
hoarse whistle of the anchored ship 
until the calm inlet vibrated «vith the 
thundering echoes. Scarcely had the 
echoing clangor died than out of the 
dark forest, alarming even more the 
protesting gulls, aflotillaof long dug- 
out canoes darted towards the ship. 
At a distance only the flash of their 
paddles distinguished the oarsmen, 
but as they approached, the people 
waiting anxiously at the rail of the 
ship observed that the canoes were 
manned by short, heavy, dark skin- 
ned natives andasthe canoes swarm- 
ed around the ship these called to each 
other ina coarse guttural tongue, the 
like of which the white people on board 
had never heard before. 

Scarcely less encouraging in ap- 
pearance was a red-bearded, broad- 
shouldered white man who sat in one 


SAN 


THE PACIFIC 


of the canoes, obviously commanding 
the fleet. 

One of the passengers aboard the 
ship, standing with a little boy by his 
side, surveyed the prospect with dis- 
may, and when he heard the captain 
commence bargaining with the red- 
beard of the canoesto have these sav- 
ages land him and his comrades in this 
savage land, his courage ebbed. 

““ Yeesus, Yeesus,’’ he muttered 
softly. 

‘* what did you say, Daddy?’’ the 
boy by his side asked. 

“* Uh -- oh, I was only praying, 
son,’ he replied, studying with in- 
creasing concern the dark Spruce for- 
est beyond the tide flats. 

And well might he have prayed, for 
this was a big adventure, especially 
for a family man. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 
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Did. you know that the first train 
robbery in Canada’s history was car- 
ried out from Chilliwack, British 
Columbia? Did you know that the man 
who carried out this feat was the most 
notorious single-handed stage coach 
and train-robber in North America? 
And did you know that, although in 
the course of his glorious career this 
man was brought to justice more than 
once, his life DID NOT come to an 
end within the high, dark walls of a 
prison? 

Bill Miner was born in Kentucky 
in 1843. His father was a prosperous 
and law-abiding farmer. Young Wil- 
liam attended school to the age of 16. 
In1859, exciting tales of the opening 
of the west were filtering back to Ken- 
tucky, and, Miner, the ‘teen aged 
school boy, caught the western fever. 
The California gold-rush was ten 
yearsold, our own British Columbia 
was a colony but a few months old. 
Miner went to Texas, where cattlemen 
of the Southwest were running herds 
over tens of thousands of square miles 
and the range had yet to see a fence. 
The Pony Express was filling the brief 
but valuable service before the com- 
ing of the telegraph. The six-horse 
stages trailed a cloud of dust as they 
shuttled to and fro with passengers 
and freight over the desert. Pushing 
onto California by easy stages, young 
Miner found himself out of funds. With 
a few youthful companions, he studied 
the situation. Miner seemed to have 
the natural quality of leadership and 
he planned a stage robbery. 

The plan was executed, and it was 


PAGE 8 


a most successful robbery. It netted 
the small gang $75,000. 00 and they 
were never caught. 

Had Miner been caught in this, his 
first criminal enterprise, his life 
might have taken an entirely differ- 
ent course. 

Stages carried large shipments of 
bullion in those days and with hand- 
some prizes for the bold and venture- 
some. Miner thought the career of a 
road-agent would be just suited to 
him. and he never turned back. He 
He held up another coach and another. 
With the fourth of fifth successful 
stage robberies, the express com- 
panies were bending every effort to 
capture the gang, Posses of armed 
men scoured the California hills but 
always Miner had planned ahead. He 
studied the country, used the best 
horses and limited his gang to two 
orthree. But his good luck couldn ’t 
continue forever. He was eventually 
arrested and sentencedtoa long term 
of imprisonment. For the next six- 
teen years he was in and out of Cali- 
fornia jails, always for the same 
crime, stage robbery. California was 
getting too hot, so the next year we 
findhim in Denver. Here he met an- 
other famous character Bill Leroy, 
one of the best known highway-men 
of the Rocky Mountain region. Miner 
teamed up with Leroy, and the pair 
robbed right and left in many Colo- 
rado towns. 

Late in the year 1880, they robbed 
the Del Norte stage and got away with 
$3,600. 00. 


A sheriff’s posse took after the 


By JOHN A. FRASER 


Illustrated by Barry J. Curtis 


pair and Leroy was caught and lyn- 
ched. Miner’s luck held out and he 
escaped. About this time Bill took a 
brief holiday, going-east to Michigan 
but the old urge returned, and after 
a few months he reappeared in Den- 
ver. 

This time he chose for his partner 
another cut-throat named Stanton 
Jones. Again they held up the Del Norte 
stage. A posse took after the pair, the 
chase was hot and furious and although 
Miner and his pal were mounted on the 
best horses they could steal, they had 
to make a stand. However, they drove 
off the posse with gun-fire, two or 
three of the pursuers were wounded. 
Later Jones was captured, imprison- 
ed and served five years for horse 
stealing. Miner was never brought 
to book. Lying low for the best part 
of a year, Miner started operations 
again inCalifornia. On Nov. 7th. , 18- 
81, he headed a gang of four bandits 
who robbed the Sonora stage of $3, - 
700. 00. 

But times were changing. Not only 
was the pursuit swift and successful, 
the retribution was heavy. Miner and 
his lieutenant, Jim Crum were cap- 
tured and both sentenced to 25 years 
inSan Quintin. Miner did 22 years of 
this sentence and was released in 19- 
03. He was now sixty years of age, 
but he looked much younger. After 
spending two decades behind prison 
walls, one would imagine that liberty 
seemed pretty sweet to Bill Miner. 
He came out into a world where the 
stage -coach had given way tothe rail- 
road, but then, of course, railway 
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express carry valuable shipments. 
He had only been a few months out 
of the penitentary, when on Sept. 
23rd, 1903, he held up the Oregon & 
Washington train at Corbet Oregon. 
He hadtwo vartners with him and be- 
sides robbing the nassengersthe trio 
looted the strong boxes of the Pacific 
Express Co. 

This was the time Miner shifted 
over the border into British Colum- 
bia and by good fortune reward cir- 
culars had not been issued to Canad- 
ian police. For a time he done a little 
prospecting and then ran a few cattle 
around AspenGrove, near Merrit. He 
was undistinguished from many new 
comers in the back country. The 
slightly built 60-year-old frontiers- 
man was polite, reserved and liked 
by all who met him. He paid a deal 
of attention to his stock and the sur- 
rounding country. Then the day ar- 
rived when the old prospector decided 
to make a trip over the Hope Trail 
to Chilliwack, in the lower Fraser 
Valley. Be brought with him a few 
head of cattle, along with his horses. 
The beef were purchesed by a local 
The beef were purchased by alocal 
butcher, who also gave him stable- 
room for his horses. During his stay 
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Miner's robberies were well planned,quickly executed and 


his means of flight left little to chance. 


in Chilliwack, he posed as anold pros- 
pector and registered at the old Dom- 
inion Hotel, under the name of George 
Edwards. The kindly old man soon 
made a number of friends, particu- 
larly among the youngsters. Then the 
day came when he expressed a desire 
to make a trip to Vancouver and in- 
vited two boys to accompany him on 
the one day trip. The father of the 
youths consented and the trio took the 
C.P.R. train from Harrison Mills 
inthe morning, returning by the eve- 
ning train. The boys proved to be 
quite a cloak for kindly old George. 
On that trip to Vancouver, he took in 
every detail. Curiously enough, Miner 
dropped out of sight for a few days 
and during that period the first train 
robbery in Canada’s history took 
place. A C.P.R. train was held up 
at Silverdale, a few miles west of 
Missioo, by three masked men. They 
got $7, 000. Despite anintensive man- 
hunt, the trio were never caught. Min- 
er returned to Chilliwack, as kindl,’ 
old George Edwards and it was said 
he even played cards with detectives 
at the hotel. He purchased a donkey 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 34. 
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ee sare , cD AS EE Bye . 
The Bella Coola Board of Trade Council with visitors...left to right...Cliff 
Kopas,Ralph Sneyd,Eric Hammer,Bill Wainright,Elijah Gurr, Wilf Christ- 
ensen,Tom Miard (Divisional Engineer)Norman Saugstad,Hon.P.A.Gaglardi, 
Ministeroof Public Works,Wally Stiles,Mike Christensen,Curtiss Urseth. 
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Continued from Page 7 


It was October 30,1894, at the head 
of North Bentinck Arm, where the Bel- 
la Coola River discharges into the 
sea, On board the ship, the ancient 
side wheeler the Princess Louise, 
were ninety-odd Norwegian settlers, 
direct from the prairies of Minnesota 
and the Dakotas, partaking in what 
the government of B.C. hoped would 
be a colonization effort. With each 
man of the group the government had 
wagered aquarter section of land that 
he wouldn’t be able to stand the deep 
snows, the heavy work of pioneering, 
the numbing isolation. 

This moment was the climax of an 
endeavor precipitated by the depres- 
Sion of the early 1890’s. A group of 
newly arrived Norwegian settlers 
suffering from lack of markets for 
their produce, had sent their envoy, 
Rev. Christian Saugstad, to look for 
a place to live. Guided by reports given 
to the government of British Columbia 
by a tireless wanderer of the B.C. 
Coast, B. Phillip Jacobsen, and by 
the surveyors that had followed him, 
Saugstad had, just a few months pre- 
vios, come to Bella Coola. What he 
saw, he liked....a fiord giving away 
to a fertile valley clothed with heavy 
forest and abounding in game. The 
silvery streams, born high on the 
lofty mountains which rose on either 
side of the valley were choked with 
fish. It was indeed like his native 
Norway, and it looked good, very 
good, to Rev. Christian Saugstad. 

So he joined the list of Bella Coola 
boosters, carried his enthusiasm 
back to the prairies, and in a few 
months had returned to the B. C. Coast 
withhis people. Travelling by C.P.R. 
they had journeyed without de-training 
through the fire-blackened city of 
Vancouver, then just a collection of 
tents and stumps left by the big fire, 
and had gone on to Victoria. There, 
after due negotiations they chartered 
theC. P. R. shipthe Princess Louise, 
which had been tied up all summer, 
and groaned and splashed their way 
northward. 

Three hundred and fifty miles up 
coast, and snuggled just under the 
53rd parallel of latitude, the already 
historic port of Bella Coola awaited 
them. But Captain Irving, conimand- 
ing the Princess Louise, was in no 
mood to discuss history. He had the 
job to land nearly a hundred settlers 
and their effects,. and he wanted to 
get back to Victoria, where there was 
more than endless mountains and 
forests and loneliness. Scarce had 
the ship dropped its anchor than he 
ordered the life-boats down, for here 
there was no wharf, no roads. But 
profanity and consternation came up 
from the water, for as soon as they 


were lowered, the ‘‘life-boats’’, dry 
with asummer’s idleness, filled with 
water. The Captain pulled the cord 
of the whistle in a scream for help. 
To the faint-hearted aboard the 
ship....and there were some....the 
situation was tense with anxiety. 
They had undoubtedly been told in 
Victoria and in other places....and 
the stories had never lost anything in 
re-telling....of the. dramatic and 
sometimes troublous history of Bella 
Coola. These Indians that surrounded 
the ship, and into whose hands they 
were shortly to be lowered, had, less 
than twenty-five years ago, harried 


allthe white people out of the district. 


.... all except one, that is.... 

Back in 1793 Alexander Mackenzie, 
the first man to reach the Pacific 
Ocean overland had come down the 
Bella Coola River. Most hospitably 
treated inthe upper end of the Valley, 
he had been refused food by the 
natives at the river -mouth village. 
When he returned after his several 
days among the channels, the natives 
had threatened him with spears and 
his men became so alarmed that they 
had almost fled to the surrounding 
moutains. Mackenzie had succeeded 
in keeping his small band together, 
and in safely retracing his steps up 
Waves WieWNEN AG Gae in fact right back to 
his starting point. ..but he had never 
forgotten the Bella Coola Indians, 
whose homes he called ‘‘Rascals’ 
Village’’. 

Following Mackenzie, there was 
little activity, apart from adventuring 
fur-traders, until the 1860’s when 
Bella Coola became a port of entry 
for the Cariboo gold-fields. In 1862 
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The Bunch Grass Hills route. On the horse is Elijah Gurr. The 
pack horses are loaded with dynamite. 


MODERN FUNCTIONAL 


Two guys were walking off the ef- 
fects of a big party when they acci- 
dentally found themselves stumbling 
along a railroad track. After trudging 
along for some time, one commented: 
“This is the longest set of stairs | 
ever tried to climb.” 

“Sure is,’’ complained his com- 
panion, ‘‘and why do you suppose they 
made the banisters so low?” 
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A two unit caravan stops at the highest spot to admire the scenery on the new road. 
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there were 16 white people in the 
Valley, andthese were caught almost 
defenseless when an Indian war boiled 
up. With little warning the Chilcotin 
Indians, just east of the Bella Coola 
Valley, went on the war-path. At 
Nancootloon Lake (or Fish Trap), a 
few miles south-east of Anahim Lake, 
a pack-train of 42 horses and eight 
white men and an Indian woman were 

attacked by an overwhelming force of 
Chilcotin Indians. Three ofthe men 
and the one woman were killed. The 
rest escaped, and fled back to Bella 
Coola, hotly pursued by the Chilcotin 
Indians. The white people scattered 
throughthe Valley, fled to the water- 
front, andthere barricaded them- 
selves against the Indians, for the 
war-infection had spread, and the 
whites, only sixteen strong, expected 
the Bella Coolas to go on the war-path. 

They were in this embattled state, 

happily for only a short time, when 
the sound of a ship’s whistle delivered 
them from their fear. It was more 
than a ship. It was a war-ship, and 
aboard was Governor Seymour (Second 
Governor of British Columbia and, 
succeeding Governor Douglas) and 
adetachment of sepoys ontheir way to 
the interior to capture the murderous 
Chilcotin Indians. The very after- 
noonthe beleaguered whites had wel- 
comed Governor Seymour joyously, 

he enlisted a number of the Bella 

Coola braves, issued them uniforms 
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and muskets, and after they had par- 
aded for an evening in their newly- 
foundfinery, he took them along with 
his Sepoys in search of the Chilcotin 
Indians. 

The Chilcotins were hereditary 
enemies of the Bella Coolas and the 
coastal braves hunted for their foes 
with commendable and blood-thirsty 
eagerness, but chasing Indians in 
their native woods is like trying to 
locate aghost in a fog. After awhile, 
however, some of the murderous 
Indians, or acceptable substitutes, 
were taken by a certain amount of 
trickery and hanged, and the Bella 
Coolas returnedtotheir home flushed 
with the excitement of this war-fever. 
They chased all the white men from - 
the district with the exception of the } ie, 
Hudson’s Bay Factor. In 1869 the © 
Hudson’s Bay Company man was the 


The last bit of rubble being pushed off the road by the two bull- 

only white person in Bella Coola. dozers. The far cat came from Anahim Lake, the near one from 
For a few years the Indians, un- Bella Coola, on the Pacific Ocean. 

interrupted by white men, carved 
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i. Pierce came to Bella Coola to es- 

tablish a mission, were told that the 

Church of England had plans for the 

place. However, shortly after Christ- 
mas, Pierce, who had been assisting 

the missionary at Bella Bella, return- 

ed on Chief Tom’s invitation to Bella 

Coola and stayedfor about a year im- 

planting the Christian faith. Masks 

ana other ancient accoutrements of 

the Indians, enough to stock a dozen 
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A HAPPY BOARD OF TRADE COUNCIL, THEIR EF- 
FORTS CROWNED WITH SUCCESS, GATHER BE- 
TWEEN THE TWO BULLDOZERS, 

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT, ...ERIC HAMMER, BILL 
WAINRIGHT , WILF CHRISTENSEN, MIKE CHRIST- 
ENSEN, WALLY STILES,ELIJAH GURR ( BEHIND ), 
CLIFF KOPAS, ANDREW WIDSTEN,NORMAN SAUG- 
STAD, CURTISS URSETH AND RALPH SNEYD, 
(BEHIND). 
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museums, were burned at the bequest 
of the missionaries. 

In 1884 there appeared along the 
coast B. F. Jacobsen, a lean Norweg- 
ian Marco Polo, who, in 1884 ( then 
only 20 years of age ) and 1885 row- 
ed and paddled from Victoria to Tun- 
gas, Alaska, probing to the heads of 
the deep inlets and visiting the Indian 
‘villages in an intensive exploration, 
the like of which before or after the 
B.C. Coast had never seen. Jacob- 
sen visited Bella Coola repeatedly, 
made estimates of the arable land in 
the valley, and as a direct result of 
his reports the B. C. Government sur- 
veyed the valley in 1892. 

B. F. Jacobsen in 1885 took a group 
of eight BellaCoola Indians to Europe 
to stage their ancestral dance, com- 
plete with masks, etc., before the 
crowned heads of Europe. The pro- 
gram took more than two years, and 
when it was over the Indians were 
brought fae to Bella Coola, where 
they lived out their lives in their an- 
cient professions of hunting and trap- 
ping. During World War 2, Billy 
Jones, the then sole survivor, was 
teased about being Hitler’s father. 
Smilingly old Billy refused to make 
any commitments. ‘‘ Maybe’’ he said. 

When, in 1894 the Rev. Christian 


Saugstad came to the B.C. Govern- 
ment in searchof land, it had just the 


Building the Bella Coola road 


Mount Noosatsum in the Bella Coola Valley. 


place for him. There was at that time 
only 16 white people at Bella Coola, 
and it was alandof promise ... which 
it has remained until this day. 

The Hudson’s Bay Company, in and 
out of here with their ships from at 
least 1862, established a permanent 
Bella Coola post in the summer of 
1867, and kept it, with a series of 
‘“* Postmasters ’’, until 1882, when 
they closed their post down. They 
sold the real estate to John Clayton, 
then postmaster at Bella Bella. Clay- 
ton had previously been factor here 
fortwo short terms, and now, bring- 
ing a young wife direct from England, 
moved to Bella Coola, had a family 
of two girls ( one of them Mrs. Andy 
Christensen of Anahim Lake ) and two 
boys ( one of them Vinny Clayton, is 
told about in ‘‘ Grass Beyond the 
Mountains’’). He made a modest for- 
tune, lived the life of a benevolent 
but absolute despot, had his own little 
steamboat ... which was 90% boiler 
room and had to stop every hour or 
two to pick up another load of cord- 
wood for heating the boilers. Besides 
the steamboat, he had at his beck and 
calla flotilla of Indian canoes and a 
tribe of the huskiest and ( according 
to Alexander MacKenzie ) the best 
canoe men inthe world to operete them. 

When, on that calm and cloudy day 
of October 30th 1894, Clayton heard 
the steamer whistle, it was charac- 
teristic of him to commmand a fleet and 
go, out andgreet the ship... and to 
arrange and direct the landing of the 
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THE BELLA COOLA VALLEY LOOKING EASTWARD FROM JUST ABOVE THE TWO VILLAGES. 
THE HIGH PEAK ON THE RIGHT IS MOUNT NOOSATSUM; Photo by Leslie Kopas. 


colonists. 

The fear, of some of the colonists 
regarding the Indians were soon dis- 
missed. Instead of being hostile they 
wereconsistently friendly and help- 
ful. 

However, simultaneously with the 
arrival of the colonists. the Bella 
Coola River indulged in one of its fall 
freshets. One humorist said that they 
did not have to go up the river to see 
their land, that the river was bringing 
it downtothem. The flood did not de- 
ter some of the new-comers; for be- 
fore they had been in the valley 24 
hours some of the younger men had 
gone in searchof the land the govern- 
ment held out as their reward for gam- 
bling. 

But to the faint-hearts, the flood, 
the dark forests, the dark natives, 
the towering mountains andthe lower- 
ing skies of the late coastal autumn 
coupled with the agressive isolation 
and broke their resistance. Whena 
ship came about a month later some 
of them left. 

The others, undaunted by flood, 
heavy snow or isolation, joined to- 
gether ingroups, built communal ca- 
bins, then branched out from these 
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to build their own. In the spring the 
wives.and children of the men arrived. 
The permanence of the settlement was 
established. Men come and men go, 
but when women and children arrive, 
the roots of settlement strike down. 
School startedin1895, in a tent, with 
the teacher’s desk a block of wood. In 
1896 a log school was built, followed 
by a church and a community hall. 
The first twenty years of the set- 
tlement were much brighter than the 
second twenty. The ‘‘colony ”’ idea 
with special constitution and privi- 
ledges was dropped two years after 
the coming of the settlers. Hereafter 
Bella Coola was not a colony, it was 
a settlement... and avery import- 
ant one too, along the B.C. Coast. 
The C.N.R. had not yet been built 
and the Cariboo Highway was not the 
hard-topped Public Works pride it is 
today. The Western Chilcotin packed 
its supplies in from Bella Coola. The 
Ootsa Lake land _ rush took place 
through Bella Coola. At the begin- 
ning of the first World War Bella 
Coola hadtwo hotels, a bank, a news- 
paper. There was a projected rail- 
way into Bella Coola. Railway sur- 
veys had been completed, the tide 
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flats had been sub-divided into town 
fots, etc., and the railway right-of- 
way through the interior had been cut 
for many miles. Bella Coola was rush- 
ing pell-mell towards becoming a rail 
head. 

Thenthe war came along, and while 
there was no shooting in Bella Coola, 
the English financiers took their mon- 
ey to France. Bella Coola was left 
with only her pack-trails, and these 
were cut so deep that even today you 
can follow their foot deep furrows 
radiating from the upper end of the 
Valley. Bella Coola did get a tele- 
graph line, in1915, along one of these 
trails, and the trail, which had pre- 
viously been the Barron Trail or the 
Palmer Trailor the canyon route now 
also became the Telegraph Trail. This 
thin pair of wires, 3/8 inch thick, 
never ceased to link Bella Coola with 
the rest of the world. ( That is unless 
a tree crashes across it, Or a snow- 


es and Bey erage ( ooling 


slide knocks out a few poles). 

The next two decades were ones of 
disappointment to Bella Coola. The 
building of the Grand Trunk Pacific 
to Prince Rupert, while being two 
hundred and fifty miles away, ec- 
lipsed the value of Bella Coola’s pack 
trails, and almost completely took 
from her the value of her port. With 
a railway through it, a large portion 
of the interior of B.C. forgot about 
BellaCoolaandher pack trails. Loss 
of this prestige caused a certain ex- 
odus, and for twenty years the gains 
so steadily fought for by the com- 
munity seemed slipping away. Peri- 
odic floods chose the village near the 
valley mouth for their target, and e- 
ventually in 1929 itmoved from its 
site at the mouth of the Necleetscon- 
nay Valley to a new one under the 
mountain on the south side. This’was 
an expensive operation, trading a de- 
veloped townsite for a piece of raw 
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bush-land, but 
from floods. 

In 1934 a disastrous flood cut the 
Hagensborg Community, twelve miles 
up the valley, to ribbons, took out the 
Sallomt Bridge, isolating arich farm- 
ing community andthe sawmill. Many 
people of twenty or thirty years in the 
valley moved out. The sawmill never 
operated again. 

In 1936 another flood swept away 
the swinging bridge near the mouth 
of the Bella Coola River. The Indian 
Village, which had left its ancestral 
site on the south bank of the river to 
build near its new white neighbor on 
thenorth, followed again to the south 
and now the two villages are cheek by 
jowl with each other, sharingthe same 
theatres, stores, churches, schools 
and playgrounds. 

Sometime, inthe midst of these re- 
verses, the tide changed as imper- 
ceptibly as it does in the ocean. 


it did give immunity 


ae 


A oes ae of the Bella Coola . Valley, God's Goblet and Thunder Mountain, Bella Coola. 
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It seems that there’s a new 
drink called the Stock Market 
Special. Three of them and you’ve 
got a seat on the curb. 
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MOUNT SAUGSTAD, NAMED AFTER CHRISTIAN 
SAUGSTAD, IS THE HIGHEST PEAK IN THE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD, OVER I0,000 FEET HIGH, 


In 1934 the Provincial Government 
set aside a 5400 square mile wilder- 
ness stretching between the northern 
edge of the Bella Coola Valley to the 
north shores of Ootsa Lake, creating 
Tweedsmuir Park. 
Government, acting as host to Lord 
Tweedsmuir, then Governor-General 
of Canada, and Lady Tweedsmuir, 
built trails through the park. Although, 
because of illness on the part of Lord 
Tweedsmuir, the party used aero- 
planes instead of ponies, the Vice- 
Regal party visited Bella Coola. With 
special permission, the tourist lodge 
fourty miles up the valley became 
Tweedsmuir Lodge. 

Also, in 1937 the logging industry 
discovered the richforests in the val- 
ley. The initial efforts of the pioneer 
company,the Viking Timber Company, 
were not crowned with success, but 
the industry they inaugurated was car- 
ried on first as a co-operative asso- 
ciation, thenas a share-holding com- 
pany, the Northcop Logging Company 
Ltd. Bella Coola gradually developed 
avery intensive logging industry. The 
Northcop Loggers, made up of local 
men who preferred to build their own 
industry with their own local natural 
resources, built one sawmill, then 
another bigger one, built a store at 
Hagensborg and a garage, and have 
constantly lent a very strong hand to 


In 1937 the B.C. 
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such un-logging activities as clear- 
ing land, developing the tourist in- 
dustry, etc. 

The logging industry, now shared 
by five or Six companies, in 1953 pro- 
duced: 


ELIS ctererarere ar 13, 099, 000 fbm- 
Cedareene. - 5, 139, 000 fbm. 
Hemlock 2, 694,000 fbm. 
SPRUCE rire: ten 1, 504, 000 fbm. 
Totaling .... 22,438,000 fbm. 


In 1954 the totals were even more 
impressive... 


Balucepeoarcveavele, ove 23, 000, 000 fbm. 
Cedars ccteisce ss 5, 000, 000 fbm. 
Hemlock ..... 5, 900, 000 fbm. 
Spuwcelerac an. 2,500, 000 fbm. 
Beulsevenl ooAane 200, 000 fbm. 
Cottonwood. . 100, 000 fbm. 

Motalimessr.-)) 30: 300, 000 fbm. 


From the small, inconspicuous start 
in 1937, the forests, which were once 
truly .a hindrance to the community, 
became a source of real, and if handled 
right, lasting wealth. 

In 1950, inan awareness of the rich 
timber of the Salloompt Valley, the 
Northcop Logging Company, acting 


jointly with the Provincial Department 
of Public Works, built a new bridge 
across the Bella CoolaRiver, not only 
tapping added forest wealth, but open- 
ing out again a potentially favoured 
farming area. 

About the same time, in the edu- 
cational field the Cameron Report 
caused a re-shuffling of the School 
Districts, putting the areas with the 


little red school houses in the same 


districts as the bigger industrial cen- 
tres. BellaCoolabecame wedded with 
Ocean Falls. The first child was the 
building of afour room school at Hag- 
ensborg. Gone was the little red school 
house with the ever -conspicuous priv- 
vies set at either corner at the back 
of the lot. Gone was the sight of chil- 
dien trudging on foot to school. Gone 
was the wood burning stove and the 
Coleman lamps. The new school, 
named the Alexander MacKenzie Con- 
solidated School, was an architect’s 
delight with running water, electric- 
ity, auditorium, tile floors, thermos- 
tatically controlled oil heat, covered 
playground, motion picture projector, 
and inside toilets. Now three buses 
deliver the pupils to the school doors, 
and the only remaining hardship is the 


SAD NOTE 


A Scotchman, who was crit- 
ically ill in an American hospi- 
tal, made an urgent request 
that he might hear bagpipes 
once more before he died. The 
pipers were brought, and they 
played several tunes. The 
Scotchman recovered. All the 
other patients passed away. 
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THE UNION STEAMSHIPS STEAMER CATALA 
WHICH CALLS WEEKLY INTO BELLA COOLA, 


occasional bit of homework. 

The initial cost of the school and 
equipment was $148,000.00. It was 
opened by the then Minister of Edu- 
cation the Honorable W.T.Straith, 
on October 31, 1949. The present 
enrollment is 135, and the painstak- 
ing school board ( whose trustee 
several years ago canvassed so thor- 
oughly that he had even unborn child- 
ren listed ) estimates that by 1959 
there will be 236 pupils. In the year 
1954 the costs of operating this school 
was $54, 826. 46. 

Just afew years later, an interesting 
experiment in co-education was ven- 
tured upon. The children of the twin 
villages, the Indian Village and the 
white village, were to be put into one 
school. The Indian Department was to 
bear the cost of building the school, 
the Provincial Department of Edu- 
cationto staff and manage it, and the 
Indian Department to pay tuition fees 
for Indian children. On October 26th. 
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The Bella Coola General Hospital.This is the second hospital Bella Coola 
hashad. The first one was torn down after the floods which tore the original 


village apart. 
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The MacKenzie United Church at Bella Coola. 
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1953, the three room school ( cost- 
ing $89, 000. 00 ) was officially open- 
ed by a joint group fot Indian Depart- 
ment officials including Mr. F.E. 
Anfield and Mr. Jack Homan, and 
Department of Education offic ials in- 
cluding Dr. H. P. Johns and Mr. Wilf 
Graham. After two years of experi- 
ment, the officials who are carefully 
studying the situation are reaching 
for a pencil to mark it a success. 

Operational costs of this school for 
1954 was $ 49,118. 13. 

The estimated enrollment of this 
school for this fall is 153 pupils. 

Besides these two, there is the Fir 
Vale School 30 miles up the Valley 
and South Bentinck School 20 miles 
away by water. In all, the schooling 
in the Bella Coola District cost in 
1954, $120,120. 25. 

‘* But the best in education for the 
Valley is yet to come’’, states Frank 
Reder, 


harressed Secretary-Treas- 


MISSING FROM 


Aluminum was named by a man 
who never saw it. In 1807 the 
great scientist Sir Humphrey 
Davy decided that alumina had 
a metallic base, but failed to find 
a way to extract the metal. But 
he went ahead anyway and 
christened the unseen metal 
“aluminum”’. Later he changed 
his mind and re-named it alu- 
minium. Both versions are 
still used. 

Wonder if the English scientist 
ever dreamed of the-day when, 
in far-off Canada, millions of 
hydro-electric horsepower would 
unlock the riches of alumina to 
produce more than 500,000 tons 
of aluminum a year? 
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urer of the Ocean Falls School Board. 
Realizing the Valley is ‘‘ an up and 
coming locality ’’ the School Board 
is making a concerted effort to pro- 
vide ever-improving educational fac- 
ilities. Nearing completionis an $89- 
000.00 addition to the Indian-White 
School( Greenall Bros. Contractors) 
and plans are being finalized for a 
$60, 000. 00 addition to the Alexander 
MacKenzie School. 

It appears that the Government won 
its wager in 1894, and the settlers 
did also. 

While all these perfectly satisfac- 
tory increases in seats of learning and 
localindustry were taking place, sev- 
eral strong annoyances were crystal- 
lizing. 


Public 


===SMITH 


The first of these was the absence 
of aroad-connection with the interior 
of the province. Since 1894 the set- 
tlers had periodically reminded the 
government that they wanted a road 
to ‘* the outside world ’’. Through 
the first three decades the road did 
creep about 45 miles up the valley, 
but in the latter 30’s even that pro- 
gress ground to a halt. The Rolston 
Survey in 1930 spent $35, 000. 00 in 
surveying routes out of the valley, 
but put the cost of road construction 
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The Sir Alexander MacKenzie School at Hagensburg. 
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so high that all it did was provide the 
government with a fine red herring 
to drag across the trail anytime there 
was ahue and cry after the road. Sev- 
eraltimes abortive efforts were made 
by the Bella Coola citizenry to con- 
vince the government it should build 
the road. Once the people went to the 
extent of offering their labor free if 
the government would supply the ma- 
chinery. One government engineer (?) 
after coming down through the moun- 
tains to Bella Coola when asked about 
the possibilities of building a road 
through to Bella Coola, snorted his 
contempt and stated it would be more 
profitable to move the people out and 
give the place back to Mother Nature. 
However, a portion of the populace 
preferred to live in Bella Coola. They 
also wanted a road because without 
one their beautiful valley was a pri- 
son. So, when the government con- 
demned all the known routes out of the 
valley, they started looking for one 
which was as yet unknown. One such 
was over the Bunch Crass Hills, fol- 
lowin§ the trapline of Maxie Hickman. 
Investigation of the route by Northcop 
logging bosses Norman Saugstad and 
Curtiss Urseth resulted in their re- 
port that with the exception of the 
actual climb out of the Bella Coola 
Valley on the Bunch Grass sidehills, 
it would be easier to t a bulldozer 
than a saddle-horse thruugh the coun- 
try. In a month, they said, one could 
take a bulldozer road from Anahim 
Lake( the westernend of the Chilcotin 
road system ) to the edge of the Bel- 


Continued on Page 26 
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Part of the fishing fleet at the Bella Coola dock. View 


is eastward,looking towards the Bella Coola Valley. 
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la Coola Valley. That done, only a 
mile gap would exist between Bella 
Coola and freedom. 

Their report fired the imagination 


of quite a number of people, not.in-- 


cluding government officials. The 
people formed a Board of Trade and 
for almost a year explored the route 
and harriedthe government for a sur- 
vey which( they hoped ) would lead to 
road construction. The only survey 
they got was a rapid saddle-horse in- 
spectionof the route by District Sup- 
erintendant Love (of the Public Works 
Department)who stated the route was 
easy, except for the side of Bunch 
Grass Hills, which would cost a half 
million dollars for road construction. 
When nothing else happenedin six 
weeks, the Board of Trade announc- 
edto the government that it was going 
to start building the road itself, with- 
out a survey. The government gave 
no sign of being either surprised or 
startled. In fact it did not deem it 
necessary to make any statement in 
connection with this remarkable out- 
burst of the Bella Coola Board of 
Trade. 
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So, sending their Councillor, Eli- 
jahGurr, to Anahim Lake, the Board 
of Trade gave him free hand to (1) 
Investigate the route from that end 
(2) hire a bulldozer (3) spend their 
totalbank account of two hundred and 
fourty-two dollars (4) build the road 
to Bella Coola. 

Gurr did them all, in order men- 
tioned. Contracting Thomas Squiness, 
rancher and wolf-hunter, who knew 
the country like an accountant knows 
a set of books, Gurr blazed a direct 
route throughthe jack-pine. He hired 
the D6 Caterpillar Tractor of the 
Grahams ( of Tatla Lake ) who had 
Alf Bracewell operating. In less than 
three days he had spent the bank ac- 
count of the Board of Trade. And in 
one year and two weeks he had built 


Kopas Photo 


Advertising rates on request 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES. $2.50 per year in Conada 
$3.00 per year in the U.S.A. and Foreign Countries 


/ayc's 


Flowers 


eK and GIFTS ** 


BONE RZ ENGLISH CHINA 


EVENINGS 10R4 


PIONEER GRILL #24¢@ 


(Vi Buckle) 
FISH & CHIPS ©? OYSTERS 
HOME COOKED MEALS 


WILLIS - HARPER HARDWARE 


QUESNEL, 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 


“Girnst With The Best” 


% HARDWARE 
* CHINAWARE 


* SPORTING GOODS 
*% FURNITURE 


** Modern Rest Rooms For Your Convenience ** 


PAGE 27 


the road through all difficulties to 
connect with the road to the Bella 
Coola Valley. 

In that year the Bella Coola Dis- 
trict Board of Trade collected from 
its friends and expended on the road 
more than $25,000. 00 in cash, mat- 
erial and donated time. A prize Chil- 
cotin steer was donated by Benny Abb- 
ott, hotel keeper at Williams Lake, 
and brought around $400. 00 in raffle 
money. The Bella Coola Indians stag- 
ed a wierd masked dance to raise 
money for the road effort. The foot- 
lights Club at Ocean Falls brought a 

vaudeville show to Bella Coola, raised 
$400. 00 for the road. Basket ‘socials 
and even some honest begging pro- 
duced further results. (But before the 
Board of Trade had time to collect 
and remit, the Graham Cat had built 
32 miles of road, created a bill of 
$4, 200.00). 

In that year the Bunch Grass Hills 
access to the valley offered a lower, 
more direct route. A second bulldozer 
with George Dalshaug operating, 
started building road from the bottom. 
The evident sympathy of the Minister 
of Public Works, the Honorable P. 
A. Gaglardi, andhis deputy, Mr. Evan 
Jones, was aroused, for the govern- 
ment gave successive grants amount- 
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One of the potential power sites,Mystery Falls,pours 827 feet after 
stream flows only a hundred yards out of a 7 mile long lake, Bella Coola. 
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Hay crop in Bella Coola. There are many opportunities for 


Va Soe 


farmers in this growing community. 


Fay Bazille, Fair Queen, 1953 


ing to $58, 700.00. On September 26, 
1953, the two powder crews and the 
two caterpillar tractors completed 
their dramatic crash through the 
rock-wall of the Coast Range, es- 
tablishing the Third Outlet to the 
Pacific Ocean, via Bella Coola. 

On that day wheeled traffic made 
its first tracks along a route followed 
by MacKenzie 160 years before. 

The second problem facing Bella 
Coola, that of electricity, has also 
been solved, although not as dram- 
atically. This year, after two years 
of persuasive correspondence,. a flat 
‘‘no’’ from the B.C. Power Commis- 
sion has changed to a promise to spend 
$195,000.00 on Diesel installations 
and power lines in the valley, ener- 
gizing the lower 15 miles. 

The third problem has yet to be 
solved... the matter of a perman- 


, with exhibit of logs at Fall Fair. 


ent, twelve months a year industry. 
Incommon with districts having only 
primary industries, Bella Coola en- 
joys asummer-time of over-full em- 
ployment, and semi-idle winters. The 
touristindustry, which is casting its 
shadow before, will accentuate the 
situation. Mixed farming will ease 
it. The building program planned by 
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You can make a lot of money with 
a hot dog stand. Friends of ours got 
rich that way 

He started in a modest way, buying 
sausages and buns by the dozen 
Worked 12 hours a day, Wife helped 
him skimp and save. Daughter worked 
as a waitress. Ploughed every penny 
back into the business. Bought an ad 
joining lot so he could expand. Found 
oil on the new lot 
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KINDA NEGATIVE {i> 
A man went into a restaurant ii ter 
and ordered an underdone steak oa AE 


The waiter brought it. _# 
The customer stuck his fork in : 
the steak and said: “This steak 
isn't sufficiently underdone.” 
Whereupon the waiter replied 
“We ain't got none which is no 
underdoner.” 
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the community will postpone it. But 
the problem is still there. One ob- 
vious solution is the construction of 
a chipper plant, which would handle 
cord-wood, give every man witha 
saw and axe a chance to run his own, 
one-man-year-around woods oper- 
ation. The raw material is there.... 
and being wasted. Last year woods 
operation which produced 36,000, 
000 fbm of saw logs also left an es- 
timated 20, 000, 000 fbm of pulp wood 
on the ground to be burned, or rot. 
That, now wasted, would keep a chip- 
per plant going for two full years. 
Very strenuous effort is being made 
to interest Crown-Zellerbach of Can- 
ada, owners of Ocean Falls, and the 
big moguls in the Bella Coola woods, 
to establish the necessary chipper 
plant. Citizenry point to atreble bene- 
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Mount Mera tenaoits, which MacKenzie admired, 30 miles up Bella Coola Valley. 


fit from such a move... it would 
convert waste into wealth, and it 
would extend the forest wealth of the 
district. 

Inthis connection lays Bella Coola’s 
one fear ... that of the depletion of 
its forest resources. Most of the talk 
surrounding ‘‘ perpetual yield’’, ‘‘re- 
forestation’’, ‘‘ full utilization of the 
forests’’,etc. etc., Bella Coola con- 
siders as mental opiates meant to 
numb the senses, and aimed at a pub- 
lic that enjoys being misled by fancy 
phrases. Inthe past such phraseology 
has meant death to timber towns, which 
woke up only wnen they were tossed 
aside like a worn-out glove. Last 
year the cut of 36,000,000 fbm, with 
a wastage of 20,000,000 fbm was at 
least three times the cut that ‘‘per- 
petual yield’’ would indicate should 
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On the right is the world’s second largest grizzly bear, shot 
at kwatna, near Bella Coola, May,1954. 


the skim milk, which is a valuable 
product, should not be poured down 
the drain. 


be cut in one year, and the 20, 000 
000 fbm waste was $300, 000. :vorth 


; : of pulpwood that could have turned SOMEHOW. WATCHING HOW BEL- 
* PRESCRIPTION SPECIALISTS * into wealth for the district and the LA Bre HAS ATTACKED SOME 
DRUGS province. Estimates of the standing OF ITS OTHER PROBLEMS IN THE 


timber run from 700, 000, 000 to 100, LAST FEW YEA w BE- 
000,000 fbm. It is admitted that the | uit Be ean wre, BE 
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= by no means all in one basket. One 
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: dl, Visit The Most Modern and Up-To-Date BS 7 Kenzie people have been lauding the 


* TOILETRIES * COSMETICS 


Garage In Central B.C. : nerd alpine beauty of the place.. a lush 
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rising, festooned with glaciers, to 
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the skies on either side; it has a cli- 
mate that is both coastal and interior, 
**We Cover The North Country** 
438 CENTRAL STREET PRINCE GEORGE 


moderate and sunny atthe same time. 
It has steelhead fishing that is at- 
Contracting & Retailing in all 
Lines of Hardwood Floors, Tile, 
Linoleum. Sanding & Finishing. 
250 DOMINION STREET 3000 Watt Mobile Power Unit. 


tracting fishermen from all over the 
continent. It is the rule rather than 
the exception for anglers to catch 
their limit of three steelhead per day. 
The fish average about 15 pounds 
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Tommy Walker,Constable Bradley and Clayton Mack admire the 
big one they bagged at Quatna,near Bella Coola. 
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PHONE 
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BILL MINER ... NOTORIOUS 


continued from Page 9 


from a local resident, rode it along 
the streets for a few days, then tak- 
ing his prospectors equipment aboard 
headed for the hills via the Hope Pass. 

In Nov., 1905, a Great Northern 
train was held up at Raymond Brick- 
yard, near Ballard, Washington. There 
were three men in the gang and they 
got $30,000. The Seattle office of 
Pinkerton’s always suspected that the 
Ballard holdup was the work of Miner, 
whose whereabouts was unknown. If 
this was Miner’s work it was planned 
and executedon a quicktrip to Wash - 
ington, for the kindly old George Ed- 
wards continued to run his herd a- 
round Aspen Grove until the morning 
of May 9th. 1906, whenC. P. R.’s train 
No. 97 was held up near Ducks, B.C. 
This was a chase where Miner’s in- 
formation may have been good but 
where his luck was against him. 

He apparently was not aware that 
No. 97 was running in two sections 
or if he was, he picked the wrong one. 
He held up the second section which 
netted the gang only $15.50. This was 
where our good friend and fellow ro- 
tarian, Win Maxwell came into the 
picture. Win Maxwell was the express 
messenger on the first section and 
he tells me if old Bill had picked his 
car he would have made a rich haul. 

It appears that on May 8th., No. 
97 was running out of Calgary in two 
sections. The first section was made 
up of baggage and express combined, 
dead-head equipment, and a private 
car. The mail and regular equipment 
on the second. 

AtSicamous Junction a large ship- 
ment of bullion was transferred to the 
first section which came upfrom Pen- 
ticton by Dominion Express from Hed- 
ley, made up of two boxes of gold in- 
gots valued at sixty to eighty thousand 
dollars each. There was already on 


board a shipment of bonds consigned 
to Seattle amounting to over a million 
dollars as well as a package of cur- 
rency, totalling quite a sum, for the 
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Bank of Montreal at Victoria. 

Word of this hold-up was the signal 
for an intensive search. Miner and 
his two companions, Shorty Dunn and 
Lewis Colquhoun were surrounded and 
captured in a thicket near Douglas 
Lake, a week after their exploit. A- 
gain Miner (or Edwards) faceda Judge 
and Jury, but, this time it was ina 
Canadian court. Found guilty, Miner 
and Dunn were sentenced to life im- 
prisonment and Colquhoun got 25 
years. Warden Kelly of San Quintin 
penitentary journeyedto Kamloops and 
identified Miner as California’s no- 
torious stage robber. Miner and his 
companions were sentenced on May 
21st. , 1906 and escorted to the Brit- 
ish Columbia penitentary at New West- 
minster. A newspaperman described 
Miner atthe same time as ‘“‘ a rather 
striking looking fellow with grizzled 
hair and mustache, erect and active, 
and does not appear to be within ten 
years of the age which the prison re- 
cords now credit him with. He claims 
tobe 63 but he looks like a man of 50 
and moves like one of 30’’. 

That he had a winning way there is 
no doubt. A Kamloops lady informed 
Supt. Hussy of the B.C. Police that 
there was a gathering of townfolk on 
the McLeod ranch one Sunday after- 
noon and someone suggested that it 
would be a proper occasion to hold 
Divine Services. Edwards was in the 
crowd and accepted the leading part. 

‘*He preaches a fine service’’, the 
dear old lady told Hussy’. 

Asthe steel doors of the B.C. Peni- 
tentary clanged behind Bill Miner in 
May, 1906, it should be remembered 
that they closed behind a 63 year-old 
man who looked like 50 and acted like 
30. He weighed 138 pounds on the peni- 
tentary scales. His eyes were icy 
blue and he had the frontiersman’s 
penetrating stare. With acute powers 
of observation, he saw everything 
without seeming to see anything. 

The authorities at San Quintin al- 
ways looked upon Miner as a man who 
would attempt a break at any time. 
He was implicated in many attempted 
escapes. The warden ofthe B.C. peni- 
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tentary took a like view and old Bill 
was assigned to inside employment. 
One day in the spring of 1907, after 
a years incarceration, Miner com- 
plained to the warden that his feet 
were hurting him and pleaded for out- 
side work. He had been a model pris- 
oner and had a noticeable taste for 
religious literature. So, Bill was as- 
signed to work in the brick yard with 
a gang of twenty men. There must 
have been some careful planning, for 
on the afternoon of August 8th. 1907, 
Miner and three other prisoners were 
engaged in wheeling brick from the 
kiln and stacking it in tiers in the yard. 
Choosing a place in the high board 
fence which was obscured from the 
guard’s view by the boiler room shack, 
they tookturns as they passed in dig- 
ging ahole under the fence. The hole, 
big enough, the four convicts burrowed 
through to find themselves faced with 
another 12 foot fence. But they were 
prepared for this and witha pick broke 
the lock on a near-by tool shed which 
housed a ladded. It was the work of but 
aminuteto get over the wall and into 
the surrounding bush. Eventhenit was 
only six minutes before the escape 
was discovered. Some boys swimming 
inanearby creek told the guards that 
they sawthree men going at a jog-trot 
over the small bridge into the bush. 
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A posse of thirty five guards and 
police aided by blood hounds search- 
ed the surrounding country day and 
night, but, old Bill had completely 
vanished. His three companions were 
all captured and returned to the pri- 
son. A continent-wide search failed 
to reveal any trace of Miner. 

In the year 1909, Miner turned up 
in Pennysvania. He had a jobina 
saw-mill, where he looked after e- 
lectrical equipment. He was a good 
worker and welithought of, but work- 
ing for wages irked Bill. He liked 
bigger returns. In the spring of 1910 
he couldn’t overcome the old fever. 
He teamed up with a man named Hun- 
ter and together the pair started work- 
ing their way towards the state of 
Georgia. They lived unobstrusively 
working in small mills. In Virginia 
they met a man named Hanford. The 
trio next turned up in Lula, Georgia. 
Miner went by the name of George 
Anderson. On the 18th of February, 
1911, the Southern Railway’s train 
was held up by three masked men at 
White Sulphur, Georgia and the ex- 
press car was looted of $60,000. 
Sheriff’s and deputies, with the help 
of railway police scoured the immed- 
iate countryside. A few days later at 
Gainsville, Georgia, a small town 
near the scene of the robbery, aposse 
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ot mountaineers came upon the 68- 
year-old George Anderson of Lula. 
The kindly oldfellow protested he had 
nothing to do withthe robbery but the 
Mountaineers were taking no chances 
and he was escorted back to white Sul- 
phur. Inthe crowd of police officials 
were some of Pinkerton’s agents and 
they recognized Bill Miner. He kept 
a closed mouth and stoutly denied his 
identity, but his companions had also 
been arrested andtoldthe whold story 
Curiously enough Miner had added 
another record to his score. He had 
not only held upthe first train in Can- 
ada but also engineered the first train 
robbery in Georgia. Tried and con- 
convicted, he drew a sentence of 20 
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years. This should ordinarily close 
the career of Bill Miner, forthe sands 
of time were running against him. But 
then, of course, Bill Miner was an 
unusual character, so unusual, that 
on October 18th, 1911, he overpowered 
a guard at the state prison at Mille- 
dgeville and got clean away. He was 
trailed with bloodhounds but the re- 
cord closes with old Bill still at 
liberty. 
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Whatever ultimately became of 
Miner is not known but it is known 
that for fifty-two years he devoted 
himself toa life of crime and for re- 
ward he spent half his life in prison. 

It canbe saidof Bill Miner, he was 
keenly observant and had a distinct 
quality of leadership. His robberies 
were well planned, quickly executed 
and generally his means of flight left 
little to chance. 
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FOREST MANAGEMENT 


Continued from page 5 


the cut of 5 1/2 billion f.b.m. Should 
our pulp, paper and timber tycoons 
be successful in gaining new markets 
there is every reason to believe that 
the figure will again be revised to 
allow for an annual cut of 6 or 7 or 
even 8 billion f.b. m. 

These revisions are possible be- 
cause no systematic survey of timber 
resources throughout the entire pro- 
vince has ever been undertaken by 
the Forestry Dept. Two years ago, 
there was much fanfare in the Vanr 
couver dailies about a pulp mill being 
established at Quesnel, B.C. in order 
to utilize the 7billionf.b.m. (Forestry 
Dept. estimate) in the area. Upon 
contacting the Forestry Dept. as to 
the exact location and boundaries of 
the timbered area in question, this 
writer was rewarded with the answer 
that the Department DIDN’T KNOW’. 
Thisisnot so amazing, since consid- 
erable estimating of timber reserves, 
especially ‘back of beyond’, is done 
from a plane. So much for Forestry 
Department surveys ona broad scale. 

Three or four years ago two young 
university students were sent to Bella 
Coola to appraise the timber stands 
on private property throughout the 
valley. In due course their reports 
arrived at Department headquarters 
and assessment notices were sent out 
based the figures submitted. Valley 
land owners were both amazed and 
enraged to find that they were being 
taxed for acre upon acre of merchan- 
able timber where not a tree stood. 
In one instance on a timbered plot of 
102 acres the two students had sub- 
mitted an estimated of 5 million f.b. m. 
where qualifiedtimber cruisers from 
big industry could only see 1.2 million. 
When the plot was eventually logged 
it produced 1.7 million. 

The citizens of Bella Coola appealed 
the assessments and after the arrival 
of a judge to hear the appeals, and 
an admission onthe part of the Forest 
Appraisals Branch that much of the 
land had never even been set foot on 
by the two students, the taxes were 


lowered to their proper level. Indeed, 
so little is known about our forested 
areas by departmental chiefs that 
Deputy Minister of Lands and Forests, 
C.D. Orchard, once said that there 
was no merchantable Fir timber in 
the Bella Coola valley, whereas in 
actual fact there would be no logging 
whatsoever going onin the valley were 
it not for the fact that fully 60% of the 
valley’s 1 billion f.b.m. of timber is 
merchantable fir! 

Who is responsible for the over- 
cutting? The waste? It is all too 
easy to blame the lumberman for 
leaving the slash. But if there is no 
demand for the smaller diameter and 
short downed timber there is nothing 
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he can do about it. The pulp and paper 
mills are capable of turning out 
excellent pulp from slash, but there 
is more porfit if only the heavy timber 
is more profit if only the heavy 
timber isused. And if our industrial 
tycoons, and yes our government, 
continue to send trade envoys abroad 
inorder to maintain and increase our 
timber exports, WITHOUT PUBLIC 
PROTEST, the situation will become 
even-more acute. 

Can we blame the giants of the in- 
dustry, the pulp mills, the paper 
mills, the lumber and plywood manu- 
facturers? I don’t think so. We, the 
people of British Columbia have in - 
vested hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars directly in the industry as large 
or small investors, or outright own- 
ers. We have also invested countless 
millions in businesses and services 
catering to that industry. We have 
never ceased expecting and demand- 
ing increased dividends, and increas- 
ed profits. So we overcut - and leave 
the slash! 

Canwe blame our Government? A- 
gain I think not. It has been said that 
a successful politician (government) 
is one who anticipates the direction 


a typical truck logging operation 
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in which the masses are heading and 
then steps out in front and leads the 
way. In the destructive onslaught on 
our forests our government is mere- 
ly keeping a pace ahead of us in an 
effortto keep from being run over or 
swept aside, while at the same time 
trying to gently guide us along a less 
destructive route. Thus the onus of 
responsibility rests squarely on our 
own shoulders. We, the hell-bent- 

for leather profit and dividend seek- 
ing people of BC. alone aretoblame. 

What is needed now, above all else, 
is a complete change in public think- 
ing. Those who are indifferent must 
be urged to think. Those who are bask- 
ing inafalse sense of security should 
be jolted back to reality. 

The profit and dividend seekers 
must be persuaded to temporarily 
cancel all plans for expansion. All 
three groups must be made fully a- 
ware of the fact that we are unjusti- 
fiably, and at an ever increasing rate, 
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SQUANDERING the heritage belong- 
ing to generations yet to come; that 
our overcut and waste exceeds our 
maximum allowable (sustained yield) 
cut by more than 100 %. What must 
be generated in the public mind is a 
sense of responsibility towards future 
generations, a PUBLIC CONCIENCE, 
if you will, which will approve of what- 
ever measures our government thinks 
necessary to place our forests ona 
sustained yield, no waste, basis. With- 
out such approval no government can 
go ahead with confidence; in fact other - 
wise it would be signing its own death 
warrant. 

Two years ago the public concience 
was jolted by the Sloan Commission 
report. But not strongly enough. 

To quote previously used figures, 
only 10 % of our overall resources 


pe 6 Ears ; gst eS 
TELKWA HOTEL | "resist been pusced on 2 sustain, 


C. P. BUSSINGER, Prop. 


slash is almost nil. Unless we im- 


TELKWA ‘THE BEAUTY SPOT OF THE NORTH’ plement the recommendations of the 


Co0-OP 


SloanCommission at a vastly increas- 
edrate, we may as well scrap the re- 
port, cancel the pending new investi- 
gation by Chief Justice Sloan, and re- 
vert completely to our thoughtless 
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How to bring about positive and im- 
mediate action in the right direction 
is a MUST. A cutback of 2 billion f. 
b.m. per year in sawlog production 
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the simultaneous salvaging of a simi- 
lar amount of so-callec waste mater- 
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Often logs to big to handle are left in the woods. 


ial should be our first concern. A 
cutback alone, would be disastrous. 
Provincial income would decline by 
15%; thousands would be jobless, and 
millions of dollars of machinery would 
lie idle. But coupled with the success- 
ful salvaging of forest products now 
wasted, the economy of the province 
would not be appreciably changed. 

The magic formula for bringing a- 
bout this much to be desired change, 
and saving of 2 billion f.b.m. of for- 
est resources per year, rests with our 
forest and industrial engineers, our 
paper mills and our pressed-board 
manufacturers. Today, 90 % of their 
material arrives at the plant in the 
form of sawlogs suitable for the pro- 
duction of lumber and timbers. These 
logs, from the smallest to the 8-ft. 
indiameter giants are eventually re- 
duced to cordwood and either ground 
toapulpor shredded into chips which 
are treated with acid to produce raw 
pulp from which an infinite variety of 
products may be manufactured. WHY 
NOT CONVERT THE 2 BILLION F. 
B.M. OF SLASH INTO CORDWOOD, 
and save a like amount of sawlogs for 
future use? 


GOODRICH and GENERAL TIRE DEALERS 
4* FULL LINE OF VULCANIZING ** 


Dray | 
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Smithers, B, C. 


The salvaging of this slash would 
automatically clean up the logged over 
areas, lessen the fire hazard, and 
fitthem for immediate reforestation. 
Such ‘full utilizatinn’ coupled with a 
voluntary cancellation of all expan- 
sion programs, would mean an auto- 
matic reduction of 2 billion f.b.m. in 
the cut of sawlogs each year, reduc- 
ing our annual total depletion from 
7,1/2 billion to 5, 1/2 billion f. b. m., 
but an infinitely healthier picture 
than we now have. 

If we British Columbians can ac- 
complish the above, and at the same 
time institute a province wide detail- 
ed survey of timber resources in or- 
der to determine the true maximum 
allowable annual cut - and limit the 
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businessman told another, “‘for the 
remarkable follow-up letters you sent 
out in collecting bills. They have an 
appeal that’s very difficult to resist. 
How did you ever compose such 
heart-stirring letters?”’ 

“Oh,” replied the other, ‘‘all | did 
was save all my son's letters while 
he was away at college. Then | 
simply adapted them to my business.” 
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cut to whatever figure is arrived at, 
wheather it be the SloanCommission’s 
3,1/2 or the Forestry Department’s 
5,1/2 billion f. b. m.,or a figure 
somewhere in between, WE HAVE 
LICKED THE PROBLEM. 

But we have a long way to go. And 
none are more acutely aware of this 
than the citizens of Bella Coola.Theirs 
isa small valley with estimated tim- 
ber reserves of 1,000,000, 000 f. b. 
m. If the recommendations of the 
Sloan Commission were put into effect 
throughout the valley (and basing the 
figures on a growth cycle of 100 years) 
it would be possible to harvest a per- 
petual annual cropof10millionf. b. m. 
This cut, though not great, would spell 
security and economic -stability for 
yearstocome,. Contrast this with the 
1954 cut of 36 million ft. of sawlogs 
and 27 million ft. of slash left in the 
woods, making a total of 63 million 
f.b.m. of downed timber in one year, 
WITH NO EFFORT TOWARDS RE- 
FORESTATION, and you have the 
reason for the apprehension of the 
settlers inthe Bella Coola Valley. At 
the present rate of cutting the tim- 
ber will last a scant 15 years, less 
if the production is increased. And 
you also have the reason for the app- 
rehension of conservationists and 
thinking men throughout the prov- 
ince;for similar overcutting and waste 


is going on throughout British Col- SPORTING GOODS 
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For more than a year now it has been Sporting Equipment 
badgering big industry, (nearby Crown 
Zellerbach Corporation, 55 miles 
distant at Ocean Falls) and the For- 
estry Department to make use of the 


slash, and their efforts are beginning J & M Truck & Box 467 
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costly, and would still leave the log- 
ged areas almost as cluttered as be- 
fore. 

Immediate objective of the Board 
of Trade is to secure a commitment 
from the Zellerbach, or some other 
corporation, to purchase the slash by 
the cord, cut into 4 ft. lengths ( the 
size to which all pulp logs are even- 
tually reduced). And the ultimate ob- 
jective is to have a chipper plant es- 
tablished on the Bella Coola water- 
front. Such a plant would provide 
scores of cutters and millmen with 
year round employment and reduce 
slash to near the zero point. 

To date the Board has recieved 
vague and nebulous promises, but no 


firm commitment as to when such a 
plant willbe built, but it is persever- 
ing in its demands that the valley’s 
waste material be converted into pulp 
and paper - into dollars and cents. 
In the meantime it has tackled the 
problem of overcutting by requesting 
the Forestry Depertment to make a 
survey of valley forest resources with 
a view to establishing a (perpetual 
yield) Public Working Circle therin. 
When these objectives have been 
obtained, and there is no reason why 
they should not be, the citizens of 
Bella Coola will have achieved the 
impossible. Through their persever - 
ance and far-sightedness; their will- 
ingness to place long time security 


ahead of immediate gain, they will 
have been instrumental in placing the 
forests of a fifty mile long valley on 
a sustained yield basis - wherein 
every cord of merchantable forest 
growth finds its way to market, and 
there is no overcut --- a model for 
other communities to follow. 

In the meantime, unless the citi- 
zens of British Columbia bestir them- 
selves, industry will continue to over- 
cut, and leave in the wake of its log- 
ging operations millions upon millions 
of acres of denuded and burnt over 
lands unfit for use by man or beast. 
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SHARP DEAL 

Big Chief Cripple Star entered the little 
cafe in Tishomingo and ordered a ham sand- 
wich. When the sandwich was delivered, the 
chief peered between the two slices of bread 
quizzically, Then he called the man behind 
the counter to him. “Ugh, you slice ’em 
ham?” 

The counter-man replied, “Yes, I sliced 
the ham. Why?” 

“Ugh,” grunted the Indian. “You damn 
near miss ’em.” 


PARTLY, AT LEAST 

At a dinner recently, a 
man sitting next to a wo- 
man was, to say the least, 
inebriated. He leered at 
her and commented: "Shay, 
madam, pardon me, but 
you're undoubtedly the 
mos' homely woman I have 
ever seen!" 

With a show of spirit 
she replied: "Well, you're 
the drunkest man I have 
ever seen!" 

"I know, Ma'am," he re= 
sponded, "but I'll get ov- 
er that tomorrow." 
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The minister had been 
asked to present the prizes 
to the winners of the local 
dog show, but when he got 
there he was outraged at the 
dress of some of the girls. 
“Just look at that young per- 
son there with the cigarette, 
close-cut hair, and breeches,” 
he cried to a bystander. “Is it 
a boy or a girl?” 

Siitts! vai girl,” replied the 
other. “She’s my daughter.” 

“Oh, forgive me, sir,” apol- 
ogized the preacher. “I never 
dreamed you were her fath- 
er. 
“I’m not,” was the dry re- 
ply. “I’m her mother.” 
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This year there is further reason 
for Johnson popularity. The 1955 
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telephone directory. 
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ORDERS IS ORDERS 


A Kansas soldier who had never 
seen the ocean was placed as a guard 
on the Virginia shore and told to hold 
his ground. Some hours later, when 
the tide was in, the Officer of the Day 
came along and found him up to his 
neck in sea water. 

“Why you fool!” exclaimed the 
Officer, “‘what are you doing out 
there?” 

“I'm holding the ground like they 
told me!"’ explained the young soldier, 
“but this here crick’s done rizz.” 
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inthought. My thoughts were too sick 
to turn over, and I simply sat ina 
fog of weariness and abandonment. 
‘Tf you don’t mind, I think we’ll 
camp over here,’’ Fred said quietly. 
The other nodded, and we kicked 
our mounts into movement and filed 
out along the meadow. 
_ Later the man returned to our camp. 
**T guess I didn’t introduce myself. ”’ 
We looked up and saw the man standing 


By GWEN LEWIS as Related By MATHILDA KEALING 


Chapter xx 


THE SEARCH ENDS 


We searched here, we searched 
there; we inquired of this person; we 
were sent to that person. We travel- 
led to the south of Nazko, and we 
travelled to the east to Trout Lake, 
inspecting all the meadows as we pas- 
sed. We skirted the lake, and then 
doubled back to Nazko again. All the 
places that we had been directed to, 
were either too small for our purpos- 
es, or already taken over by some- 
one else. Iwas as weary as the horses 
and prayed for end of our wanderings. 

We camped one evening by the side 
of the road, and after supper, sat 
down dejectedly side by side with our 
chins in our hands, our feet in the 
ditch, and gazed despondently over 
the field at our grazing horses. And 
thusly we were found by our last, and 
best ‘‘suggestor’’. It was Joe Spears, 
upon whose land we were camped. 

He directed us to Pelican Lake, 
fifty miles to the northwest. Here 
there were vast hay meadows free 
for the asking -- all the feed we would 
need, and an empty house that could 
be fixed upto live in -- truly the very 
answer to our prayers. 

‘* And if the snows get too deep up 
there, and you find you are not going 
to make it, drive your stock back 
here. The Harrison brothers have 
put up plenty of hay, and so have I. 
You will be perfectly welcome to what - 
ever you need, ’”’ 

V’e poured our thanks upon the man 
for this last kind offer, and hoped to 
ourselves that the Pelican hay lands 
were as benevolent as he was. 

We returnedtothe Nazko fields and 
found the Harrington brothers, who 
unhesitatingly supported both the offer 
Mr Spears had made of their hay. 

While Fred talked to these men, I 
slipped down to the Nazko River that 
flowed past the fields, and caught a 
lovely mess of trout for the evening 
meal. 

With the aid of directions pointed 
out by a passing Indian, we at last 
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crept again to the top of the distant 
hills and saw before us the shining 
clear blue waters of Pelican Lake. 
The promised meadows, framed by 
gayly autumn-colored trees, rolled 
on and on into the distance, rich with 
the dried, cherished, long sought for 
hay of our dreams, 

“‘Thank heavens!’’ I sobbed to my- 
self. 

Fred; beaming, rode up to my side. 

‘* Home, Martin, home! Home is 
-- oh heck, you know what I mean. ”’ 

We followed the trail, and it led 
to a tiny cabin sheltered beneath a 


canopy of yellow-leafed trees that 
edged the nearest meadow. 

We stopped short and gazed in dis- 
may, for the hay had been cut and now 
lay flat, ready for stacking. The next 
instant a voice cut through our disap- 
pointment and cemented home even 
firmer the fact that the fields had al- 
ready been taken. 

A man hurried towards us, cheer- 
ily bidding us welcome, little know- 
ing how dreadfully unwelcome his 
presence was to us. 

‘*Hello!’’ he called. ‘‘ Glad to see 
you! I don’t have many people come 
calling on me out here. Where are 
you going?’’ 

‘‘well,’’ Fred answered, ‘‘ I can’t 
rightly answer that. I thought we 
were going to stay right here. ’’ 

‘* You mean right at the house? It 
willbe pretty crowded but if you don’t 
mind I won’t.’’ 

““ No, you don’t understand. Joe 
Spears, at Nazko iold us these mea- 
dows were free for the taking and I’d 
planned on putting up the hay and 
spending the winter here. ’’ 

** Gee, man, that’s too bad. I guess 
he didn’t think anyone would have done 
so yet. Where have you come from?”’ 

‘* The Peace River country. ’’ 

‘* That’s a mighty long way. ’”’ 

*‘ Yes, a mighty long way. Over 
fifteen hundred miles long. ’’ 

The two men were silent, each deep 


Continued on Page 47 


DAWSON CREEK, BIC. 


PONTIAC 
BUICK 


G.M.C, 
TRUCKS 


Dawson Creek. 


MeLevin Brothers 


MAGNETO, GENERATOR, CAR- 
BURETOR ,FUEL PUMP & TUNE- 7 - 
UP SERVICE 


GOWERS 
DRUGS 


CAMERAS - FILMS - COSMETICS 
Yardley - DuBarry - Helena Rubenstein 
Kodacolor Post Cards 
Complete Drug Service 


DAWSON CREEK, BRITISH COLUMBIA 


Bilvic 
Studios 


PHOTOGRAPHIC SUPPLIES 
AND CAMERAS 
Developing, Printing, Enlarging 


Commercial & Industrial Photography 


DAWSON CREEK, B.C. 


Bill‘s Newstand 


The Most Complete Line Of 
Magazines & Pocket Books 
In The North 
CONFECTIONERY - ICE CRF 4M - SOFT DRINKS 
DAWSON CREEK, ‘ 


“GROWING” PAINS 
I'm fed up with my garden chores, 
That's why you hear me howl; 
If something doesn’t come up 


soon... 
I'm throwing in the trowel! 


DAWSON CREEK, B.C. 


DAWSON IMPLEMENTS 


Massey-Harris Farm Implements 
WASHING MACHINES | 
Agents For: ad 


at 


~-,.° 


HUDSON CARS 
REO TRUCKS 


<> Oa met 


ack | men's WEARS 
°oFOOTWEARO 


DAWSON CREEK 


it 7 
pecane Appliances HOME APPLIANCE nents 


Electrical Contractors-Refrigeration Repairs 
Electric Appliances & Service - Dawson Creek 


DAWSON CREEK, B.C. 


LEACH’S 


TIRE AND RADIATOR 
SERVICE 


OODYEAR.TIRES — — WILLARD BATTERIES 
DAWSON CREEK, B. C, 


Inland Motors 


SERVICING THE SMALLEST TO THE LARGEST 
VEHICLES ON THE 
ALASKA AND HART HIGHWAYS 


DAWSON CREEK, B.C. 


SHOP-RITE LTD. 


Ladies Wear — Mens Wear — Boots Shoes 
GROCERIES 


DAWSON CREEK, 


Gag: 


CLOSE-UP OF THE WORLD'S SECOND LARGEST 
GRIZZLY SHOT AT KWATNA,NEAR BELLA COOLA, 


BELLA COOLA, CONT, FROM PAGE 32 


each(better come and try it!) Trout- 
fishing from early spring until late 
fallis something the folks back home 
won’t believe, but local Isaac Wal- 
tons never mention trout when there 
are Steelhead waiting to try out their 
tackle. In the inlet there is trolling 
for spring salmon and cohoe. And, 
if you like hunting, Kwatna Inlet, just 
a hop and a jump west of Bella Coola 
is known as the greatest concentra- 
tion of grizzly bears in the world. 
Twice the writer has seen 18 bears 
in four hours ... both too numerous 
and too close for comfort. 

Up on the slopes of the Rainbow 
Mountains, a half hours walk from 
the road, there are slopes on which 
skiiers could run for miles. 

All these tremendous possibilities 
are as yet untouched. 


So Bella Coola faces the future. It 
sees developments of the hydro power 
created bythe lakes and streams and 
altitudes of a mountainous country. 
It sees itself serving as a distribut- 
ing centre for the goodly part of the 
northern interior of B.C. and north- 
ern Alberta, for, as highways de- 
velop, Bella Coola is the closest sea 
port for Prince George by at least 
two hundred miles. It sees itself, 
not as a big industrial centre, the 
nest for some industrial octupus, but 
as a little Switzerland, where free 
people live in the midst of mountain 
beauty, and with their manifold small 
industries are free, happy and in- 
dustrious. 


TUN 


Right now Bella Coola feels like a 


stripling youth, caught on the stage 
whenthe curtain (this time the open- 
ing of the road) are suddenly drawn. 
It needs so many things to clothe it. 
It needs an hotel and motel’s, bowl- 


ing alleys. It needs a bank, a resident 
dentist. It has no dairy industry, or 
billiard hall or a barber shop. 

Last year it needed a bakery. From 
Nelson came two young men, Dave 
Matthews and Heinz Bottgar to ‘‘have 
a look’’. Like Saugstad sixty years 
before, they liked what they saw. They 
loaded their possessions . eight 
tons of them on to a three ton 
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truck, drove over the new road. 
Starting with an average of 2500 loaves 
per week, anda maximum of 3000 
loaves, this spring they suddenly rea- 
lized they needed more space and 


more equipment. At time of writing 
they are building, getting a bigger 
ovenandabigger mixer, all of which 
will give them a capacity of 6, 000. 
loaves per week. They discovered 
that Bella Coola was a centre, with 
export potentialities. 

You should come to the Bella Coola 
Fall Fair. It’s on Labor Day, and 
you’llbe glad you came. George Ev- 
ans, President of the Fair Associa- 
tion, is content only when each suc- 
ceeding fair is twice as big and twice 
as good as its predecessor. Last year 
Department of Agriculture represent- 
atives said it was one of the finest 
fairs of its size in B.C. This year 
it has to be at least twice as good. 

Big prizes for cattle are going to 
attract the beautiful beeves from the 
Chilcotin, and a long list of sports 


are going to attract people from all 
along the coast. 
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LUMBER CO. LTD. 
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So, if its just only for fun, come 
take a look at this land of history and 
mountain beauty, this Third Outlet to 
the Pacific Ocean. You will have fun, 
and chances are you will discover a 
business oportunity. 

You willagree that the government 
did not lose its bet back in 1894. 
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The B.C.Packers net loft and dock at Bella Coola. 


New Bride: “Oh, Harry, do buy 
a mouse-trap this afternoon be- 
fore you come home.” 

New Groom: “But I bought you 
three yesterday.” 

New Bride: “I know, darling, 
but they’re all full now.” 


GETTING THE BUSINESS 


“My, dear,” said one woman to 
another over the back fence, 
‘have you heard about the 
Smiths? Some are taking her part 
and some his.” 

“Really?” said the second wo- 
man. “And IT suppose a few ec- 
centric persons are minding their 
own business.” 
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THERE'S A LONG, LONG TRAIL 
Continued from page 44 


by our side. ** I’m Luke Norman. | 
come from the Mud River. ’’ 

Fred introducedus. The man grin- 
ned wryly. I think he was feeling al- 
most as badly as we. 

He asked us to his house, and sup- 
per was more of a success than I ex- 
pected. The men ate heartily, but I 
had no appitite and merely picked at 
my fish and listened to the men talk. 
Fred told of our long trip and the many 
setbacks. 

‘« ’m having poor luck myself with 
this hay. It’s been cut for two weeks, 
but because of the rain I don’t dare 
Stack it. 7” 

The men talked on for some time. 
I cleared the dishes away and much 
later we said goodnight. Fred turned 
back. 

‘‘ By the look of the sky, I’d say 
your hay was infor another good soak- 
ing. ”’ 

SV'm afyaid so. ’” 

On this gloomy thought we return- 
edtoour tent and crept into the blan- 
kets. Soon the patter of rain on the 
cloth added its melancholy background 
music to our unhappy, bitterly dis- 
appointing plans. 

I cried that night, and in the wee 
hours of the morning finally fell a- 
sleep. 

It was still raining in the morning 
and I made no move to rise. There 
was nothing to get up for, no place 
to go. Misery had lumped itself into 
aballinmy chest, too painful to bear. 

*“ Are you up?’’ the voice of Mr. 
Norman called to us. 

‘“ Oh go awaw,’’ I muttered angrily 
in a low voice. 

Se USte about. 2 
loudly. 

“Wellcome over to the house when 
you’re ready. Breakfast is cooked. ’’ 

** Thank you,’’ Fred called back. 
“Come on Marty. You can’t blame 
him for doing exactly what we planned 


Fred answered 
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on doing ourselves. And he’s trying 
to be as nice as he can be to us.’”’ 

‘€T know Fred, but I don’t want to 
go. I don’t want to do anything. ”’ 

He laughed and tousled my hair, 
which had now grown to a respectable 
length after all this time. 

‘Come on. A cup of hot coffee is 
just what you need. ”’ 

Isnorted my doubt, but pulled onmy 
clothes, and with a worn out slicker 
held over my head, followed Fred to 
the cabin. 

Our host seemed quite happy this 
dark and dreary morning. 

‘*T’ve been thinking about you folks 
most of the night. It must have been 
an awful blowfor you to find me here, 
after all your plans. ’’ 

“« Well yes, I guess it was,’’ Fred 
put in mildly. 
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WHO LEFT THE STICK OF DYNAMITE IN THE BOSSES CIGAR BOx? 


*“ T have an idea. If you will put up 
this hay for me, I'll give you half of 
it. Ill go back to the- Mud River and 
youcan move into the house. If I find 
I’m not going to have enough hay for 
my cattle, I’ll drive them down here 
You feed them and I’1l pay you. You’ ll 
have more hay than your horses will 
eat this winter. How’s that?’’ 

Oh how simple! How perfectly beau- 
tifully simple was the solution to our 
problems. How easily this kindly man 
Swung the great pendulum of Destiny 
back to the right after its long, last, 
full swing to the left. 

Together, Fred andI eagerly assur- 
ed Mr. Normanof our full acceptance 
of his terms. 

‘Tm afrain you’re going to have 
an awful lot of wet hay on your hands, ”’ 
he continued. ‘‘ I’11 leave you the hay- 


Northern Commercial 
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ing outfit spring. I 
needing them. 

Mr. Norman left us a few days later 
and we moved into our new little home 
There waS scarcely room for us and 
our belongings, but never had I been 
sothankfulforaroof, a stove, a bed, 
andthe comfort of four snug walls a- 
round me. 

The weather was beautiful, and every 
day ‘‘sped on with golden feet.’’ The 
warm sun soon dried the hay ready 
for stacking. The sight of the stacked 
up neatly and fenced around, soothed 
our tired muscles and filled our hearts 
with content. 

The faithful old pack train ponies 
browsed leisurely along the edges of 
the meadows, and slowly but surely 
filled out their scrawny bodies on the 
rich feed. 

One evening Fred brought our mounts 
up to the cabin to saddle. Buck was 
feeling frolicsome, and tried to dash 
back to the meadow. Fred caught his 
mane as he passed and swung himself 
up. The horse snorted, lowered his 
head and bucked mightily. Fred som- 
ersaulted neatly over his head, and 
dropped into a thicket of willows. 
Buck turned and stared at the bushes, 
amazed at the unexpected conquest. 

I hurried towards the willows, not 
knowing whether to laugh or worry 
over Fred’s present plight. There 
was an awful silence from the heart 
of the thicket. If I could have heard 
Fred’s long string of explosive me- 
teors, I would have known he was un- 
hurt. 

‘‘Fred!’’ Icalledtentatively. There 
was no answer. I parted the branches 
and peered through. 

Fred was sprawled uncomfortably 
and ungracefully in the centre of the 
thicket, his face a picture of mingled 
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surprise, his hair a nest of crisp, 
dried leaves and tiny twigs. 

AsI watchedhe slowly disentangled 
himself and pushed his way into the 
clear. He was bent at the waist, and 
one hand clutched his hip to support 
himself. 

‘*Are you hurt ?’’ lasked anxiously. 
He didn’t seem to hear. He leaned 
over and picked up a dead, twisted 
stick. Using it like a cane, he hobbled 
up to me like an old, old man. 

‘* Well, daughter,’’ he croaked in 
a high, cracked, feeble voice. ‘‘I 
reckon as how you can pull my old 
rocking chair onto the porch, for it 
looks as ifthat’s about the only thing 
Granpa will be able to ride from now 
on. 

His eyes were twinkling in fun. I 
aided him back to the cabin, keeping 
up the pretense until neither of us 
could keep our faces straight any 
longer. 

That evening, together Fred and I 
sat on the porch, the westering sun 
shineing warm on our tanned faces. 
The breeze, with a touch of winter’s 
coolness in it, shivered up our backs 
and rattled the dead leaves at our feet. 

** Pred?’’ 

“c Yes?’’ 

‘*TI like this place. Let’s build it 
up and really make it our home. ’”’ 

‘* Here now, let’s not get too at- 
tachedtoit. Remember, we are sup- 
posed to head for the Groundhog next 
year.’’ 

I sighed. 

‘Next year! Next year! Such a tiny 
team of words to hitch to our wagon 
of dreams, year after year.”’ 

** We’re not the only ones. All over 
the country,others are doing the same. 
This isa land of next years. Our only 
worry now is to get afew head of cattle 
by next spring, to start a herd, ”’ 
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Suddenly I knew what my long hidden 
potato money was meant for. I de- 
cided to surprise Fred with it that 
very night before retiring. 

We sat in silence dreaming. 

The golden sun crept gently down 
into its fir-trimmed nest on the west- 
ern ridge, pouring a last molten bridge 
of liquid fire clear across the softly 
rippling surface of the sleeping lake. 
A flock of migrating pelicans, herd- 
ed together like aflock of white sheep, 
slowly stilled to their evenings rest 
in a deelpy shadowed bay at the end of 
the lake. 

A huge black she-wolf and her two 
half grown pups took up their positions 
onarocky ridge andtuned up for their 
nightly serenade. The browsing hors- 
es started back at the first rising 
wail, stared in the direction of the 
eerie sound with ears strained for- 
ward, and then, one by one, lowered 
their heads to graze again. A loon 
sent its sudden, wild call ringing 
through the purple twilight. Its mate 
answered, and the northern night had 
fallen, dark and complete. 


THE END 
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I receiveda copy of your magazine 
featuring Terrace. 

I was awfully pleased with it, being 
one of the Franks (the first settlers 
mentionedinit). The old school house 
and so on brought back memories. 

Keep up the good work. 

Mrs. W. Watt 
10604 -108st. 
Edmonton, Alta. 


** With continued co-operation from 
readers and advertisers we plan on 
making the magazine more interesting 
and appealing than ever. 


The Digest is getting better in every 
way. Your writing on Burns Lake was 
very interesting. Barney wrote a 
very good story of the pioneer days. 
I only hope he will write more. 

Your write-up on Terrace was also 
good. Expect to see an article some 
day on Hazelton and its colourful past. 


enon Chas. E. Gow. 


** We hope to vefore long. 
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